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Having understanding of the financial, psychological, and physical peril that married, divorced and abused JCL borrowers faced, Congress rightly and
urgently passed the bill in the Senate by Unanimous Consent and in the House of Representatives with bipartisan support, finally bringing  the Higher
Education Act (HEA) in alignment with VAWA2022.  THIS BILL DOES NOT PROVISION STUDENT LOAN FORGIVENESS, but rather allows two comakers of a
Joint Spousal Consolidation Loan to split the loan into individual loans based on their respective loan portions.   As of October 11, 2022, JCL
borrowers have the right to separate their loans.
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The broader FFEL consolidation community has the right to consolidate to Direct loans and, therefore, has financial freedoms
and entitlements from which FFEL JCL borrowers are barred, like access to Trump’s and Biden’s Pandemic Payment Pause
from March 2020 to September 2023. 

Continued servicing of JCL loans endangers abuse victims to continued illegal physical threat and economic abuse, running
contrary to the Violence Against Women Act Reauthorization of 2022 (VAWA2022), 
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The sad truth is that despite the Herculean effort to correct statute, the egregious conditions of the last 17
years persist under the new law, because Congress starved the law’s implementation by flatlining ED’s
budget in January 2023.   For ED, Presidential reforms have taken priority.

The average interest accrued by JCL borrowers during the Pandemic Payment Pause
($385/mo.).  Average monthly payments are less than interest accumulated.

ED says.

We cannot deliver JCLSA
until the end of 2024, at
earliest.  Congress flatlined
our funding in 2023. 

The average amount of interest  accrued by an FFEL JCL borrower while waiting for ED
to implement PL117-200, IF Ed delivers separation in October 2024.

Real Costs


